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on a solid basis. This once martial and turbulent province
had become peaceful and contented; the staunch soldiery were
converted into peasant proprietors; the military leaders who in
past times had formed committees (Punchayets) for dictating to
their masters, settled down as village elders; here, indeed,
if anywhere, the sword was turned into the ploughshare.
The prosperity had been unprecedented, and cultivation so
increased that clamour arose for enlarged means of exporting
surplus produce. The old works of irrigation had been en-
larged, and new canals of the most scientific type carried
through the very heart of that territory which was the birth-
place of the Sikh nation. A sympathetic bearing was enjoined
on the European officers in their treatment of matters affecting
the prejudices and peculiarities of the people. Trade and
industry were fostered by the abolition of transit-duties, also
by the opening out of roads. A wild frontier of great
length had been reduced to quiet, and brought under some
sort of civilization by armed expeditions against the in-
corrigible, by rigorous measures tempered with mercy towards
the wavering, and by a friendly policy towards the compara-
tively well-disposed. In the interior of the country the
violent crimes incidental to a rude state of society were
stamped out, the highroads rendered safe from robbers, life
and property secured against overt attack. A cheap, simple
and speedy system of civil justice had been established. The
land revenue, being direct taxation, was kept down by reduction
of assessment; but the salt-tax and other indirect taxes had
grown and prospered by spontaneous increase. The expectations
originally formed regarding the provincial finances wore ful-
filled ; the province had year by year paid its own expenses,
and contributed a surplus towards the imperial charges. That
surplus would havo been much larger but for the beneficent
expenditure on material improvement. The people in the mass
were contented, and imbued with the utmost respect for British
prowess and capacity. The prevalence of these sentiments
was soon to be proved by their demeanour during the war
of the mutinies. The change from Native to British rule